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Getting Ready to Write an Informational Book

{. Think about the topic and about parts of the topic you'll

write about.
Sometimes your resources
@ or a mentor text can help!
!
]

2. Think about how your writing might go.
What kind of writing
might each part be?

Y

3. Plan a way to take notes and jot ideas

;‘D'/%‘ Make your plan
match your image
@ |

——

4, Take notes, Fitfing what you learn in your pian

T
@/ PP

5. Plan for teaching others

‘ Do the teaching! )
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6. DRAFT!

R




Takwg Notes

Tips on Notetaking

v Read a section of text, pause to think about
what is important, and then write your notes.

S

¢ Consider the main ideas and supporting details
as you read. A structure like boxes and
bullets can help you organize your notes.

e B C——

— =]
e

¢ Instead of copying from the text, put the
information in your own words. (If this is

hard, don’t look at the original fext when

recording notes.)

NN

¢/ Keep track of your source so you can refurn
later o confirm or get more information.

o=5
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Taking, Notes U [u10

How +o Take Notes \éj

Ordanize ingormation

'W\'\S 1S VYIaiin,Y
avou ...

— Yor eyam ple..

Think about +he new ingormation yntl

+ makes sense
A RS

ORI

Connect new ngormation with what |
knew begore _—

_———”“k,
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Suggestions fon

* Make sure your chapter isn’t too broad. Break big topics into
several subtopics. “C
\

*  Start by drafting information you know especially well. N %
% X
* Think, “What kind of a text will this be™”
Cwl:=
* I is an all-about chapter, make a table of contents for the chapter.
Ch2i=
_ Ch %=
% Start the chapter with a hook, then let readers know how the

chapter will go.

* Use words such as first and later.

* Say your plan: I’ll first talk about—then Tli...

*  When writing, remember to say more about a subtopic and to write in
paragraphs.

* Am I teaching information (or is my writing full of a lot of hot air, and not
that many facts, statistics, quotes, names, dates, stories...)7?

* Wil my writing make sense to a reader or will readers go, “Huh?” _

* Is my writing written in my own voice (or did I end up copying
from a book)?

Meay te photocopied for classroom use. © 2016 by Lucy Calkins and Colleagues from the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project from Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative \Writing, Grade 4
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Ways +0 Bedin a Chabter in an

lncormationdl ook
Chapter?

F
EEETT—

l

Asking and answering | with a shocking gact
d duestion

With a small story With d conngction +o
(someone doing or an earlier chapter
saying something)

22 (1
B

TAd you know..."?
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End o Ch qul'er Ve w/z}ﬂ

ways +o Conclude d Chabter in
an [neormationdl dook

With d connection 4o Wirh a sheak peek at
+he bedinning of d what the next chabter
chab+er (or ekt gvent In history)

midht be

ExPlaining why +his Leaving readers with
matters +oday sometrhing 4o +hink
apout

7P
o T

—

]
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Chopter Titles

Wh Mafapzzgsa;i{ﬁzzﬁerns W"

9 Make all titles * Make all titles common
questions. misconceptions.
L. What is..? Not so easy...
5 Wiere i Wt 2l

%, How was...7 Far from...

* Make all titles contain | @ Make all titles contain

a rhyme. the same key word or
phrase.
The right to fight The___
with all their might The _____
The
@ Make all titles start * Make all titles have the
LY N N TN D ) R I [ e ey R s ]
YY1 10 CATL CaJ YV L/ Ule NIVALT TG UI VALTTITTINAT I WA VA
structure.

Biggest Tallest
Widest  Longest
Hardest Shortest

Realizing the...
Negotiating for the...
Purehasing the...
Exploring the...

+ O

% Make all titles name e
parts of, kinds of, or
reasons for the main

topic. [

Main Topie ]

May be photocopied far classroom use. © 2016 by Lucy Calkins and Colleagues from the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project from Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing, Grade 5
{Heinemann: Portsmouth, NH).




Rook IntrodouctioN

Crafting an Introduetion
" Hooks the reader

Highlight something
unique or
aftention-getting

Begin with an
interesting quote

€¢ 3

Contrast a difference
between
then and now

R

=N

(==

Describe a
scene

|
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Pook Conclusion

Coming UpP With Life Lessons

Conclusion summar zes W oortant patS
aun lol&?w@s réﬂoi‘%% m%m\sz?mewwg ik abou

wz/14

Whdt is +his +ext (of Pdart of o +ext)
really about?

What does +his +ext(or Part of d +ext) say
about +he world?

@whcﬁ do | +hink t+he author is +rying +o say?
®\N\n0% story s being +o\d?

What dare +he bid ideas | have been identigying
SO L£ary

o)

7 What Pafrs of +he Text 4o ot §iF With
those ideas?

1€ +he duthor hds wrikren his or her point

N +en words instedd of d\ +hese +housands
of words, what would i+ have said?

What is +he lesson grom +his book +hat §its no
just this story but dlso lots of other ongs?
And my liger
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Text rFeotuwres YEJINE

possible Text Features

S + 25
x\% lm.e[ o
( | g— — 1
7| — _ Maps
Ne —
| — | i R
diagrgm
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Textt reatures

Text Fealures

Text Boxes Glossaries
| Smé// .Examp/es’ '
deseriptions about the
: ropie
Stories

Headings and Subheadings | Tables, Charts, Graphs

[

a.

b.

c.

Maps Illustrations ¢ Diagrams

boi'v ‘Dnrme{’
&
Mm RN

AV \%C ’ ,\ée,\ouu-
%% box/@y \\\ : b
axle. gy Vi

Photographs

A
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Revise . ..

Researchers write and revise by...

. .
" . .. identifying sections that

N> k\, need more information and
eonducting quick research to

Fill the gaps.
- S
v—— | ... assessing their work against
5 a checklist of expectations.

|
. . . thinking like historians and
— studying maps to include
specific details about places.

. « . pushing ourselves fo
grow ideas]
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Revise ...

History writers revise by...

\kf?sking questions
? For example

x&‘udymg geography

(\\Lookmg For patterns and changes
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Revise - - j

what Makes This Powergu!
lngormartion Writingd/Aiewing?

1. Lists reasons why +his event was
{mPorfant dnd ntense.

(2.Uses dramatic \anduade.

(3.Srarts by +eling a bit about +he
whole avent: +hen does back +o inch
+hroudh +he story more slowly,

(L\-.E\”'mgs out the action-gilled, emotion-
filed Parts,

(5.Creates scenes +hat cabrure lige
+hen.

(6.USQS duotations £rom \ots of peoples
ncluding colorgul \anguade.

(1,“(‘4%\\3 history Vike s a story (q,u'\rkj
characters with big dream gaced with
rroybles, ong agter another).
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RN
Ways to Make Writings® 7

More Formal
1. Avoid eontractions.

did not were not

2. Use expert language from
your research,

22 n L A S
Je vsSe rﬂﬂcy LTSIV vywuiuy

like... > Addi+iona.!ly> D On the other h"‘i>
> Thu*e.Fore.> J>
> In other words

4. Be auz"/zorifaﬁve!
it
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