
California Gold Rush 

 
The great California gold rush began on January 24, 1848, when           

James W. Marshall discovered a gold nugget in the American River           

while constructing a sawmill for John Sutter. News of Marshall’s          

discovery brought thousands of immigrants to California from        

elsewhere in the United States and from other countries. 

 

Explore the links below to learn more about 
the California Gold Rush 

 
General Information about the Gold Rush on Ducksters 
 
Introduction to the California Gold Rush including a short video.  
 
What happened during the gold rush? Watch a BrainPop video 
 
Check out the FYI on BrainPop to learn more about the gold rush. 
Make sure to click on all the tabs. 
 

https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ushistory/goldrush/fyi/#tab=0
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ushistory/goldrush/fyi/#tab=0
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ushistory/goldrush/
http://www.ducksters.com/history/westward_expansion/california_gold_rush.php


Read the articles on Thinglink. Some of the items include the Gold Rush 
on the Klondike, but concepts are similar. 
 
Watch of video about how the gold rush started 
“Strike it Rich” - interactive gold rush game 
 
Read real letters from the California Gold Rush 
 
Mining techniques and impact on the environment 
 
General information on gold rush. 
 
Take a Virtual Field Trip through Oakland’s Museum of CA 
 
Short video on Gold Rush 
 
Summary of the Gold Rush and the lasting impact 
 
The kind of people who went to California in search for gold and how it 
impacted the economy. 
 
History through the eyes of those who lived it 
 
Video: California Gold Rush of 1849 
 
PBS Video - The Gold Rush 
 
John Sutter, Discovery of Gold 
 
8 Things You May Not Know About the CA Gold Rush 
 
Gold Rush - Sacramento Bee 
 
Online Encyclopedias through ed1stop (login: lremer_stu password: 
student) 
select the “Reference” tab, then select World Book or Groliers. (The 
login is all lower case, starting with the letter “l” for Laura.) 
 
 
 

http://www.history.com/topics/gold-rush-of-1849
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/goldrush/sfeature/game_swf.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/goldrush/peopleevents/e_landscape.html
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/californiagoldrush.htm
http://www.ed1stop.net/render.userLayoutRootNode.uP
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oi9i4agGmkw&feature=youtu.be
http://www.history.com/news/8-things-you-may-not-know-about-the-california-gold-rush
http://www.museumca.org/goldrush/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-0KjeUDoqxY
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/goldrush/peopleevents/e_goldrush.html
https://www.thinglink.com/scene/356211312528719874
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r03DKbVhfvU
https://youtu.be/QxekRM5-uMU
http://www.sfmuseum.org/hist2/gold.html
http://ocp.hul.harvard.edu/immigration/goldrush.html
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~momarion/goldrush.htm
http://www.calgoldrush.com/

